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QUICK START

Welcome to the PopChart Quick Start manual. This manual is designed to help you
quickly learn the basics of PopChart Builder and PopChart Server. In this manual, you
will learn how to create a PopChart from scratch and embed it in aweb page.

To learn about the features of PopChart Server in greater detail, refer to the PopChart
Server User Guide. For greater detail on PopChart Builder, refer to the PopChart
Builder User Guide. If you are looking for areference on PopChart Server’'s commands,
the PopChartEmbedder APIs, or other specifications, you should refer to the PopChart
Server Reference. Finally, we strongly encourage you to see PopChart in action by
examining the contents of the PopChart Examples book.
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WHAT IS POPCHART?

In aworld of ever increasing information, perhaps no skill is more valuable than the ability
to convey that information in the most understandable and accessible format possible. Raw
dataisno exception to thisrule. Yet, because understanding raw data often involves wading
through spreadsheet after spreadsheet in search of key figures and trends, it is often the
hardest type of information to convey.

For that reason, data visualization is paramount. Graphs and charts can convey in afew
seconds information that is often not clear even after hours of analyzing numbers. Data
visualization is what Corda Technologies is al about. With our easy-to-use PopChart
tools, you can trandate your datainto state-of-the-art PopChart images—eye-catching,

high-resolution, and interactive data-driven graphics, such as the ones on the next page.

A PopChart image can contain avariety of charts and graphs, fed with on-demand dynamic
data. It can include explanatory text boxes, callout notes, or PopUp text that appears as a
viewer rolls over certain parts of the graph. It can even include interactive drill-down
effects, such aslinking to another PopChart image as a user clicks on a certain dataitem, or
executing your own custom JavaScript™ functions.

Asyou read through this documentation, you will learn al about how you can utilize
PopChart technology to convey your information. And, if you haven't already, you will
soon discover why PopChart is your all-purpose data visualization toal.

ABOUT PopChart Server

PopChart Server does exactly what its name implies—that is, it servesimages of charts
and graphs. But these aren’t just run-of-the-mill static charts and graphs. These are dynamic
and interactive images generated by PopChart Server on the fly.

It works like this. You create an appearance file (kind of like atemplate for a graph) with
PopChart Builder. Then, you send this appearance file to PopChart Server, along with
data and formatting options, and PopChart Server returns a PopChart image—a graphical
representation of your data, complete with PopUp text and the ability to drill-down to
another graph that explains a dataitem in greater detail.

The image can be in one of many different types of formats, including Macromedia®
FLASH™, SVG™, PNG, GIF, PDF, EPS, WBMP, and even d link descriptive text for the
visually impaired. You can also interface natively with PopChart Server in avariety of
environments, from simple HTML to ColdFusion™; from Java™ Application Serversto
Microsoft®’s .NET framework. PopChart Server can accept datafrom most database and
datafile formats. It even supports XML, making PopChart Server easy to integrate with
your existing database system.

PopChart Server isthe fastest, most robust, and most versatile data visualization and
charting tool on the market today. Best of all, because PopChart Server iswritten in 100%
Java, it can run on any platform. No matter what environment you operate in, you can take

www.corda.com
2 PopChart Quick Sart o

CORDA



Over 20
different graph
types,
including Bars,
Pies, Gauges,
X-Y, Time, and
Radar.

Data can be
dynamic or
static.
PopChart also
supports XML!

QUICK START
What |s PopChart?

advantage of PopChart Server’s patented DataFunnel ™ technology to deploy the latest in
state-of-the-art interactive data-driven graphics.
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Data items drill-down to other
web pages or PopCharts as
the user clicks on them. Or
you can execute a JavaScript
function.

Crisp, colorful, 3D graphics in
7 different formats, including
FLASH, GIF, SVG, and PDF.

PopChart Quick Sart



PopChart

QUICK START
What |s PopChart?

PopChart Server can be downloaded for evaluation or purchased from the Corda
Technologies website at http://www.corda.com.

ABOUT PopChart Builder

PopChart Builder isagraphical design tool that helps you design appearance files
(templates) for use with PopChart Server. This easy-to-use devel opment tool is purchased
separately from PopChart Server, as many companies have multiple developers creating
appearance files, but only one or two servers.

PopChart Builder can be downloaded for evaluation or purchased from the Corda
Technologies website at http://www.corda.com.

www.corda.com
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PUBLISHING A BASIC POPCHART

Thefollowing 15 steps will help you create and publish a basic PopChart image. To follow
these steps, all you need is a computer capable of installing and running PopChart Server
and PopChart Builder 4.0.5. Although these steps require that you know how to install and
run software, these steps do not require alot of computer or web page know-how.

The goal of this section isto create aweb page that contains a PopChart image. To do this,
wewill need toinstall PopChart 4.0.5. We will then create an appearance file, which can
be used as atemplate for dynamically generated PopChart images. In this particular
example, however, we are smply using it to create static graphs. Finally, we will create a
basic web page. By inserting asmall segment of JavaScript code into this web page, we will
be able to publish our PopChart image in the web page.

To Publish a Basic PopChart Image

1

2

Download and install PopChart 4.0.5.

If you need help with this, refer to Chapter 2, “Installation,” in the PopChart
Server User Guide.

Run PopChart Builder. You can do this by clicking on the PopChart Builder shortcut.
The PopChart Wizard will automatically start.

PopChart Quick Sart
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PopChart Wizard |

‘\Wizard startup |

{= Create Mew Project from a Template

Templates are pre-buitt PopChart projects that
CORDA POPCHART usually have a graph, legend, and fitle box, You can
v choose from a number of styles, but the Wizard swil
provide only limited options for customizing your
project. (Recommended far first time users)

{~ Create New Project from a Standard Type

The Wizard wil help vau build vour PapChart project
fram scratch. You begin by selecting a standard
graph type. Then, you can customize your graph or
add a legend and a title box. Generally this will
recuire mare effort than using & template.

[v Show the PopChart Wizard on startup

Help Cancel = Bat

FEimish |

3 Select Create New Project from a Template and click Next.

www.corda.com
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PopChart Wizard ﬂ

Standard Types Templates |

Select a template: Presigmw:

_‘J templates =
_;| Easic

=4 Everglades

-] Area Charts

-4 Bar Charts

bar_2d.poxml
bar_2d_space.pcaxml

bar_Ffloat_2d.pexml
bar_Float_3d.pcxml
bar_stacked_2d.pcxml
bar_stacked_3d.pcxml
EI;I Horizontal Bar Charts
-] Line Bar Charts

-1 Line Charts

;l Pie Charts

-1 Skack Charks

Browser Preview Help |

4 Select atemplate and click Next.

For information about the various graph types that PopChart supports, refer to
Chapter 13, “Graph Types,” inthe PopChart Server Reference manual.
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PopChart Wizard x|

Data selection |

Graph data:
& B C (8] E F 5]

1 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 ﬂ

z |kem 1 4.0 75.0 55,0 =

3 |kem 2 92,0 60,0 70,0

4 |Ikem 3 65,0 7.0 7.0

5

6 -
1 I 3
Paste from clipboard | Clear All |

[+ Row enabled

[+ Colurnn Enabled

{%' Series data in rows " Series data in calumns

Finish |

5 Change any data you wish to change in the Data Selection window and click Next.

Erowser Preview Help Cancel < Back,

You can copy data from most spreadsheet programs or table formats and paste it
directly into the data editor.

Most of the time, when you create appearance files, this dataisirrelevant—it is
there just to help you visualize what your graph will ook like. Your appearance file
will be used to graph data that you send to it dynamically, not the static data you
input here. For our Quick Sart Guide, though, we will just use static data.

If you need help organizing your data, refer to Chapter 12, “Data Organization,” in
the PopChart Server Reference manual. If you want to know more about
sending dynamic datato PopChart Server, refer to Chapter 6, “Sending
Dynamic Data to PopChart Server,” in the PopChart Server User Guide.

. www.corda.com
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QUICK START
Publishing a Basic PopChart

PopChart Wizard

General | Title |

[+ Enable project: border

Border colar: -
Background colar: |

Color theme:

Everglades ;I

Group 2 Group 3

Help Cancel [ Finish

Browser Preview

6 Choose acolor theme and make any wanted changes to the border and background
color and click Finish.

This will take you out of the PopChart Wizard and into the PopChart Builder
designer. If you wanted to create a more complex appearance file, you could
continue to customize it in the designer.

of; Interactive Data-Driven Graphics [
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Save Project File As: 21|

Save jn:la apfiles j = £ E3-

= | Readme.bxt
E| Span_Chart, poxml

File: namme: |Ehart1 x| Save I
Save as hype: If-\ll Files [%.%] j Cancel |

7 You have now created your first appearance file. Save your graph by selecting on File
> Save.

We will save this graph as Chartl.pcxml. Click Save to save the image.

Note: By default, the PopChart Server looks for appearancefilesin the chart_root/apfiles
folder of the PopChart installation directory. Thisis also the default save location for
PopChart Builder.

.corda.com
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FPopchart Builder: Chart1.pcxml ) (=]

a/-M Edit Properties Alignment  Help

e, CErl+M
i K|
Mew wizard, ., Ctrl+-shift+1 |@| x |H.|.I e ?l
Oper... Chrl+0 I :

e [ Time Scatter hi
Recent Projects (] & l— —l
Sawe Chrl4+5
Save As.., Ckrl+3Shift+5
Preview Chrl+D

PopChart License...
Exit Chrl4+0

W41 i -57 Mame: {none selected)

8 Now that you have created an appearance file, you need to create some code to embed
your PopChart image. To generate this code, click on File > Sample Code > Java.

,6 Interactive Data-Driven Graphics i
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Fsample Java |
<html= =
<head=
<fhead>
<hody =

<fscripk >

graphImage.width = S40;

<scripk language = "Javascriptl 1" sre="htkp: [ flocalbosk; 2001 fisEmbedder” =

<scripk language="JavasScripkl 1" =

graphImage = new PopChartEmbedder();

var poackipt = "graph,setcateqaories{Group 1; Group 2; Group 33 graph, sekseries(Item 1;54;75;85) graph.s
graphlmage. appearanceFie = "apfiles) Chart 1, poxml”;

graphlmage.height = 330;
graphImage.baColor = "FFFFER";

—_ FTrm mmm vmbiem P e viem ki md el e bl
Kl | >

PopChartServer LRL:

CammPark:

Image Type:
Show Code Far:

i~ Serviets

{" 5P Page (Popchart Embeddery ¢ Cold Fusion

Copy Code to Clipboard Cancel (0] 4

"uttp:,l',l'lu:u:alhu:ust:EElEll

" GIF % Flash " ay: [ Use Best Image Fallback

oz

™ 15P Page {PopChartEmbedderBean)

10
11

12 PopChart Quick Start

(Optional) If you will be running PopChart Server on a computer other than the one you
are currently on, change the PopChartServer URL path to the name of the computer
running PopChart Server. Unless you have changed the server port, leave the : 2001 at
the end of the address. otherwise, change 2001 to your new server port number.

Select an image format for your graph (GIF, Flash or SVG).

Choose JavaScript in the Show Code For option.
The code that you see is sample code that embeds a PopChart image into a web
page, using the appearance file you just saved.

www.corda.com
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Publishing a Basic PopChart

This particular code uses the JavaScript PopChartEmbedder. The
PopChartEmbedder is a utility written for several different environments and
languages that hel ps you embed PopChart images. For more information about
using the PopChartEmbedder to embed PopChart images into aweb page, refer
to Chapter 4, “Embedding PopChart Images in a Web Page,” inthe PopChart
Server User Guide.

12 Click the button marked Copy Code to Clipboard.

&] chart1.html - Notepad P[] |
File Edit Format Help

<html]> a
<head: =l
</head>

<body>

<script language = "Jawvascriptl.l" src="http://localhost:2001/]sembedder ">
< /script>

<script language="Javascriptl.l">

graphImage = new PopChartEmbedder ()

hvar ﬁcscr1pt = "graph. setcategurwes(GrDup 1; Group 2; Group 3) graph.setseries(Item 1;54;75;85) graph.setseries(Item 2;92;60;70)
graph., setseries(Item 3;68;87;37)";

graphImage. appearancer1?e = apf11es/chart1 poxm1™
graphImage. width = 540;

graphImage. height = 330

graphImage. bglolor = "EFFFEE" H
gr‘aphlmage.r‘etur‘nDescr'ipt"lvaL"mk = True;
graphImage. Tanguage = “EN"

graphImage. pcscript = pcscr1pt

graphlmage.wma eType = "FLASH"

ocument . write{graphIimage. gEtEmbeddmgHTMLO)
</scripts

</hody >
</htm¥t>

[

13  Open atext editor (such as Notepad) and paste the data from your clipboard within the
page.

Most of the time you will want to add dynamic data and/or special effectsto your
graph. For information about sending dynamic datato PopChart Server, see
Chapter 6, “Sending Dynamic Data to PopChart Server,” in the PopChart
Server User Guide. For information about special effects, like Drill-down, Data
Labels, and PopUp Text, see Chapter 7, “Interactive and Special Effects,” in the
PopChart Server User Guide.

Note: Make sure you save your web page as straight text. By default, some text editors (e.g. Mac®
OS X's Text Edit), will save the page in a different format, such as RTF, which will cause a
JavaScript error when you try to view the page. Usually, you will be able to override this
behavior within your text editor.

Interactive Data-Driven Graphics .
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14 Save the page as chartl.html. You can save it to any location on your computer.

CORDA | POPCHART
Server’
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15  Start PopChart Server using the installed shortcuts (located in the Start Menu for
Microsoft Windows®). On Windows systems, you should see the PopChart Server
splash screen for a brief moment while PopChart Server starts.

Note:  On non-Windows systems, you will not see a splash screen.

If PopChart Server encounters any problems while it starts up, it will notify you
with an error message. If you have any problems starting PopChart Server, you

should refer to “Starting PopChart Server” on page 2-22 of the PopChart Server
User Guide for help.

) www.corda.com =
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QUICK START
Publishing a Basic PopChart .

; Untitled - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by CORDA Technologies _ ;lgjﬂ
J File Edit Wew Favorites Tools Help IlJ
| dmeack ~ = ~ @ [ (3| Qoearch GEFavorites @ivedic B EN- S B -H 2@ 8 >
| Address [@] Cr\netpublmmwroctichart L il x| @eo
JLi'nks @Call Repart @Call Tracker @CORDP. Intranst @CORDA:Internet @Develuper Foruri- 2
[
T T
-
|&] Done [ [ [ k= my Computer o

16 Open the chartl.html page you created in a web browser. You should now be able to
see your final graph in the browser.
Congratulations! You have successfully published a basic PopChart image. To learn more
about how to use PopChart 4.0.5, refer to the documents mentioned at the beginning of
this Quick Start Guide.
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